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Dear Mr. Ken Georgetti, President of the Canadian Labour Congress;
With respect, please see my personal response to your letter below.




On December 21, 2008, I saw your letter in Farsi, dated December 18, 2008, which was
addressed to me. I never received this letter from you. It was sent to me by some of labour
activists in Iran. I was also informed that your letter was published in the [ranian websites.
Mr. Georgetti,

1- I would like to ask whether you would agree that it would have been more appropriate to send this letter
first to me before openly distributing it. I therefore ask you to please send the original letter to me. First, I
need to emphasize that I wrote that confidential letter in my personal capacity, which I take full
responsibility for. This of course was confirmed by you as well when you indicated that my letter was only
sent to the 4 main officers of the CLC.

2- In Farsi version of your letter has been indicated that in my letter I had accused the international
department of the CLC to be somehow cooperative with the Workers' House of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. If you read my letter one more time, you would understand that I never said anything like that. In
deed, I referred you to a letter which was written by your staff, Mr. Mehdi Kouhestaninejad, in which he
had wrongfully alleged that the activists of the IASWI use the CLC's name to do their activities and if the
CLC tells them to be working with the Workers' House they would even do such a thing. In my letter, I
informed you of this and expected that you would try to prevent your staff from making such false and
deceptive allegations against Iranian labour activists.

3- About the unsuccessful efforts by Mehdi Kouhestaninejad to link some of the Iranian labour activists in
exile to the American Solidarity Centre, I have to say that seeing your response I became convinced that
you are not interested to seeking the truth; otherwise, you could have asked for evidence or to be contacted
directly by those labour activists in abroad that Mr. Kouhestaninejad had contacted in the past. Although
there is reliable evidence and these activists would be willing to inform you of this, you still refused to
impartially investigate the matter. Instead of any efforts to find out what the actual facts were, you decided
to openly publicize your response to my confidential and private letter and utter lies and allegations, which
can even make you legally liable. Here, as a labour activist and a member of the IASWI, I would like to
strongly condemn your fallacious allegations against members of the IASWI. You have never had any
written or verbal contacts with any activists of the IASWI. How dare you make such untruthful
allegations?

I would like to underline one more time that a main principle of any independent labour movement is to
ensure the class autonomy from any types of states' and capitalists' institutions. Therefore, it is well
documented that the IASWI has an extremely strong stance against state-sponsored institutions and
organization like the Solidarity Centre. The activists and members of the IASWI not only have never had
any eagerness whatsoever to be in touch or work with such pro-capitalist institutions like the solidarity
Centre but also no one with even the slightest eagerness for this can ever become a member of the IASWI.
Furthermore, any existing membership, like that of Mr. Kouhestaninejad's two years ago, would be
terminated. Therefore, I am really sorry that you have resorted to lies. Irrespective of a possibility that your
response might have been written by your staff and was only signed, in total disregard of the truth, by you
or whether you had decided to write these misleading statements yourself, I would just tell you that this
dishonesty cannot be overlooked and I am asking you to apologize for that.

I remind you that I did not get involved in the labour movement for gaining positions or individual power

and privilege. I spent about 10 years of my life in prison during both the Shah's and the Islamic Republic's
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rulings. For nearly 50 years, I have fought for the independence of the Iranian labour movement and
organizations from any state and employers' interventions and against such government-sponsored agents
like the Workers' House and the Islamic labour councils. Therefore, while never claiming to be
representing workers in Iran, I will continue to stand against anyone wishing to use their careerist or
reformist and bureaucratic aims to control the newly emerging labour movements in Iran. Like many
others, I will confront any attempts by governments, employers or capitalists to subordinate the working
class. I have to stress that I fully support and trust the independent labour movement in Iran because I
know well that labour activists in Iran have a high degree of class consciousness and fully protect their
autonomy and class independence.

Mr. Georgetti,

I have to emphasize once again that I was very astounded that you have sent your response to me to Farsi
websites. I need to ask why you publicized your response to a confidential letter. I need to wonder what
your true intentions were! Don't you think this act on your part was a divisive interference in the affairs of
Iranian labour activists in Iran and abroad? My letter was about serious concerns in abroad about the
behaviours and actions of your staff, Mr. Kouhestaninejad. It was very reasonable to expect you, as his
superior, to be responsible for Mr. Kouhestani's actions in regards to his activities related to the Iranian
labour activists. But, you have refused accountability and transparency. As a labour activist, I felt
responsible to write to you, in my personal capacity, without creating any hullabaloo and asking whether
you are aware of such concerns, whether you are aware of the practices of your staff or whether you would
be willing to accept responsibility and accountability. I was hoping you would independently and
impartially investigate all these concerns. Unfortunately, your disrespectful, accusatory and untruthful
letter proved to me that even such expectations from you were futile.

Finally, I would vow that that, as a labour activist, I will continue working unconditionally in defence of

workers' rights and struggles in Ian.

Sincerely,

Yadullah Khosroshabhi,

Former Secretary of Syndicate of Tehran Refinery Workers/ and former representative of
All-Iran Council of Oil Workers

December 22, 2008

cc: Executive Board members of the Canadian Labour Congres




