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Dear Ambassador,

| am writing to express my extreme concern for the safety of senior members of the
Colombian agricultural workers' trade union FENSUAGRO and their families. Already this
year seven members of FENSUAGRO have been assassinated, and recent events appear to
indicate that further assassinations are imminent.

| refer to the following incidents:

September 10th: Two strange men follow Aidee Moreno, national secretary for human rights
at FENSUAGRO, as she leaves the headquarters of the union.

September 12th: A man with a gun grabs 14-year-old Eberto Enrique Diaz, the son of
FENSUAGRO President Eberto Diaz Montes, as he is walking home from school. The man
attempted to force the boy to open the door of the family home and says various threatening
things to him about his father and mother.

September 16th: At approximately 6pm a man approaches the secretary who works for
FENSUAGRO as she is walking through central Bogota. In a threatening way the man
accuses her of being a guerrilla.

September 18th: Unidentified men in a black jeep wait outside of the school that two of the
children of union President Eberto Diaz Montes attend. As they walk home with their mother,
the jeep pulls up next to them and those inside throw water over them and call them "sons of
bitches guerrillas".

September 18th: Two paramilitary death threats arrive by e-mail at the FENSUAGRO
headquarters warning that leaders of the union will shortly be killed.

September 24th: At 12.18 as Aidee Moreno arrives at the FENSUAGRO headquarters she
notices two men starring intently at her. As she passes, one man says to the other "That is

her".

September 26th: Several suspicious men are seen loitering outside the union's headquarters
in central Bogota. They seem particularly interested in Aidee Moreno.

As you will know, assassinations of union leaders in Colombia are regularly preceded by
activities such as those outlined above. | understand that FENSUAGRO has already
contacted the Colombian Ministry of Interior requesting protection for those at risk but that this
protection has been denied.

| insist that your Government reconsiders its position and that action is immediately taken to
safeguard the lives of those union leaders and activists that are in danger. Your Government



will appear complicit in any further attacks should the authorities continue to ignore requests
for protection.

| am deeply worried that killings of trade unionists in Colombia this year have already
surpassed the total number killed last year — an increase that contradicts the claims made by
your Government that the situation is improving. Please make it clear to your colleagues in
Bogota that the international community will not remain silent whilst the Colombian trade
union movement is exterminated.

I look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely,

(B o) 15 353 and) Lakal)
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Dear Member of Parliament,

| am writing to request that you make urgent representations to the Colombian Ambassador in
London regarding the safety of members of the Colombian agricultural workers' trade union
FENSUAGRO.

Several incidents in recent weeks — including harassment by suspicious men and death
threats — indicate that an attack against senior members of the union is imminent. Seven
members of the union have already been assassinated in Colombia so far this year and it is
urgent that the international community speaks out if we are to put an end to the killings.

Furthermore, | am deeply concerned by reports that the Colombian authorities have denied a
request made by the union to provide their leaders with protection. Without any protection
these brave men and women are left at the mercy of anti-trade union death squads that
operate in collusion with the Colombian security forces.

| hope that your intervention may encourage the Colombian authorities to take action to
protect the lives of FENSUAGRO's leaders, activists and members and their families.

Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter.

Yours sincerely
(s sio a1 253 ail L)



