
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Das Leben Mahmoud Salehi’s, einer bekanntesten iranischen 
Arbeiteraktivisten, ist in Gefahr 

Mahmoud Salehis liv är i fara! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  



Prominent Labour Activist  

Mahmoud Salehi’s Life is at Risk! 

  
To: 
- International workers’ rights organizations 
- Amnesty International 
- Doctors Without Border and Lawyers Without Border  
  
Greetings,  
  
As you are aware, Mahmoud Salehi, a well-known labour activist and a 
representative of bakery workers of Saqez, who was arrested during a May Day 
demonstration in 2004, has been imprisoned since April 2007 in Sandandaj’s central 
prison. Mahmoud has been detained while he suffers from serious kidney disease. 
His health is being deteriorated drastically on daily basis. One of his kidneys has 
stopped working and the other one requires continuous and essential care and 
dialysis treatment by specialist physicians.  
  
In recent days, Mahmoud’s physical health has been severely worsened and his 
blood pressure has been increasing. As a result, his brain’s vessels are damaged and 
he has fallen unconscious a number of times in recent days.  
  
On December 11, 2007, Mahmoud was taken to the Towhid Hospital in city of 
Sanandaj while unconscious. In Sanandaj, there are no specialized facilities for 
kidney disease patients, thus in that hospital they have only been giving Salehi 
tranquilizers and sedatives.  
  
Moreover, Mahmoud Salehi was insulted, mistreated and threatened with death by 
one of the jail security guards last week. Some of the prisoners have been on hunger 
strike to protest such mistreatments.  
  
Labour, human rights and freedom-loving organizations!  
  
Mahmoud Salehi’s life is at risk and the Islamic Republic regime is directly 
responsible for his well-being and life. It is absolutely necessary to exert pressures 
on the Islamic Republic regime for the freedom of Mahmoud Salehi and his proper 
treatment by specialist physicians. We, as representatives of the solidarity 
committees and organizations with the Iranian labour movement ask international 
labour and human rights organizations to take urgent actions by pressurizing the 
Islamic Republic for immediate release and treatment of Mahmoud Salehi. Our 



urgent request is that you formally demand the Islamic Republic government to 
release Salehi for urgent medical treatment by qualified specialist physicians. 
Furthermore, we call for a medical mission to be dispatched to Iran by concerned 
international organizations to visit Salehi for medical examination and in order to 
pressurize the Islamic Republic for his immediate medical treatment.     
  
Signed by: 
1- Committee of Solidarity with the Iranian Workers - Australia 
2- Committee in Support of Workers in Iran – Toronto, Canada 
3- Association of Solidarity with the Iranian Workers – Norway 
4- A Group of Progressive Workers in Exile – Switzerland 
5- Committee of Socialist Solidarity with Iranian Workers – France 
6- Association of Solidarity with Iranian Workers – Köln, Germany 
7- Association of Solidarity with Iranian Workers – Frankfurt and 
Suburb, Germany 
8- Association of Solidarity with Iranian Workers – Hanover, Germany 
9- Committee of Solidarity with Iranian Workers – Hamburg, Germany 
10- Solidarity Group with the Labour Movement-Berlin-Germany 
11- Iranian and Swedish Workers' Solidarity Committee 
12- The solidarity Center with Iranian Workers, Guttenberg ,Sweden 
13- International Alliance in Support of Workers in Iran  
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IRAN Mahmoud Salehi (m), trade union leader 
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Mahmoud Salehi, spokesperson for the Organisational Committee to Establish Trade 
Unions, was reportedly admitted to hospital, unconscious, on 11 December, after 
repeatedly collapsing in prison between 4-10 December. During an earlier hospitalisation, 
on or around 4 December, the authorities placed restraints on his bed. He may not be 
receiving adequate medical care. 
 
Mahmoud Salehi, whom Amnesty International believes is a prisoner of conscience, has 
long term medical concerns. A May 2007 request by his doctor that he be accorded 
specialist treatment outside the prison has been ignored. He suffers from chronic kidney 
disease, as a result of which he required dialysis. He is also said to suffer from a heart 
disorder. In December 2007 it was reported that he has grave intestinal edema or swelling 
that may be connected with his renal disease.  
 
Following his admission to Tohid (also known as Towhid) Hospital in the city of Sanandaj, 
Kordestan province, Mahmoud Salehi received a brain scan. This revealed that blood 
vessels in his brain have been damaged. His wife, Najibeh Salehzadeh is reported to have 
said on 18 December that “…the physical health of my partner is extremely severe. One of 



his kidneys has stopped working and because of being deprived of proper medical 
treatment the other kidney is losing its functions. His blood pressure fluctuates and his 
blood sugar is surging. He falls unconscious about twice daily. The lack of treatment of his 
kidney has affected his heart as well. His feet and legs are swollen and the excessive 
injections of tranquilizers have seriously endangered his well-being….” 
 
Mahmoud Salehi was among 20-30 prisoners forcibly moved on 4 December from one 
section to another in Sanandaj Central Prison. Given very little time to collect personal 
items, Mahmoud Salehi required more time than other prisoners to comply with the order 
because of his poor health. As a result of his perceived slowness he was insulted and, 
according to reports, a prison guard threatened to kill him. Mahmoud Salehi experienced 
raised blood pressure, as a likely consequence of the stress he had experienced during 
his transfer between prison sections, and he was taken to Tohid Hospital on or around 4 
December, where he was restrained to his bed and administered tranquilisers prior to his 
return to prison, the date of which is not known to Amnesty International.  
 
Mahmoud Salehi has been denied visits from his lawyer and family. His family, who live 
400km from Sanandaj, have been able to contact him by telephone.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Mahmoud Salehi was arrested after a peaceful demonstration to celebrate May Day 2004. 
In November 2005 he was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and three years' internal 
exile in the city of Ghorveh, Kordestan. At his trial, the prosecutor reportedly cited his 
trade union activities as evidence against him, and referred to a meeting he had held with 
officials from the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) - now 
reconstituted as the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) - in April 2004, 
shortly before the May Day demonstrations. His conviction was overturned on appeal, but 
after a retrial he was sentenced on 11 November 2006 to four years’ imprisonment for 
"conspiring to commit crimes against national security". He was free until the appeal 
hearing on 11 March, when his sentence was reduced to a three-year suspended prison 
sentence and one year’s imprisonment, which commenced with his imprisonment on 9 
April 2007.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in Persian, 
Kurdish, English or your own language: 
- urging prison authorities to ensure that Mahmoud Salehi’s ill health be properly 
diagnosed as a matter of urgency, and that he be seen by qualified specialist health 
professionals where relevant, and provided with appropriate medical treatment. 
- reminding prison authorities that according to Rules 33 and 34 of the United Nations 
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners chains or irons shall not be used 
as restraints and that other instruments of restraints should be used only when and as 
long as strictly necessary;  
- calling on judicial authorities to provide information about the reasons for the 
imprisonment of Mahmoud Salehi; 
- expressing concern that Mahmoud Salehi appears to have been incarcerated for what 
appears to be his peaceful trade union activities; 
- urging that, as a prisoner of conscience detained solely for the peaceful exercise of his 
right to freedom of expression and association, the authorities to release Mahmoud Salehi 
immediately and unconditionally; 



- reminding the authorities to ensure that he has ongoing and regular access to his 
lawyers and families; 
- reminding the authorities of their obligations under the ICCPR, Article 22 (1) of which 
provides for the right to form and join trade unions, and also Iran’s obligations under 
Convention 87 (freedom of association) and 98 (right to organise) of the International 
Labour Organization, compliance with which is expected as a condition of Iran’s 
membership of the ILO.  
 
APPEALS TO: 
Leader of the Islamic Republic 
His Excellency Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei 
The Office of the Supreme Leader, Islamic Republic Street - Shahid Keshvar Doust Street 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 
Email:  info@leader.ir 
Salutation: Your Excellency 
 
Head of the Judiciary 
Ayatollah Mahmoud Hashemi Shahroudi 
Howzeh Riyasat-e Qoveh Qazaiyeh / Office of the Head of the Judiciary 
Pasteur St., Vali Asr Ave., south of Serah-e Jomhouri, Tehran 1316814737, Islamic 
Republic of Iran 
Email:   info@dadgostary-tehran.ir (In the subject line write: FAO 
Ayatollah Shahroudi) 
Salutation:  Your Excellency 
 
COPIES TO:  
President 
His Excellency Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
The Presidency, Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection, Tehran, Islamic Republic of 
Iran 
Email:   dr-ahmadinejad@president.ir 
via website:      www.president.ir/email 
 
Director, Human Rights Headquarters of Iran 
His Excellency Mohammad Javad Larijani 
Howzeh Riassat-e Ghoveh Ghazaiyeh 
(Office of the Head of the Judiciary), Pasteur St., 
Vali Asr Ave., south of Serah-e Jomhuri, Tehran 1316814737, Iran 
Fax:   +98 21 3390 4986 (please keep trying) 
Email:   fsharafi@bia-judiciary.ir (In the subject line: FAO Mohammad Javad 
Larijani) 

 int_aff@judiciary.ir (In the subject line: FAO Mohammad Javad Larijani) 
 
and to diplomatic representatives of Iran accredited to your country. 
 
PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or 
your section office, if sending appeals after 29 January 2008. 
 

 
 



 

Medical Emergency: Jailed Iranian Trade 
Unionist Mahmoud Salehi 

 
Mahmoud Salehi, spokesperson for the Organisational Committee to Establish Trade Unions, has 
long term medical concerns. He was reportedly transferred briefly to hospital, unconscious, on 11 
December, after repeatedly collapsing in prison between 4-10 December. During an earlier 
hospitalisation, on or around 4 December, the authorities placed restraints on his bed. He may not 
be receiving adequate medical care. A May 2007 request by his doctor that he be accorded 
specialist treatment outside the prison has been ignored. He suffers from chronic kidney disease, as 
a result of which he requires dialysis. He is also said to suffer from a heart disorder and has been 
returned to prison where he remains. In December 2007 it was reported that Salehi has grave 
intestinal edema or swelling that may be connected with his renal disease. His wife, Najibeh 
Salehzadeh is reported to have said on 18 December that “…the physical health of my partner is 
extremely severe. One of his kidneys has stopped working and because of being deprived of proper 
medical treatment the other kidney is losing its functions. His blood pressure fluctuates and his 
blood sugar is surging. He falls unconscious about twice daily. The lack of treatment of his kidney 
has affected his heart as well. His feet and legs are swollen and the excessive injections of 
tranquilizers have seriously endangered his well-being….” 
Following his admission to Tohid (also known as Towhid) Hospital in the city of Sanandaj, Kordestan 
province, Mahmoud Salehi received a brain scan. This revealed that blood vessels in his brain have been 
damaged.  
Mahmoud Salehi, whom Amnesty International believes to be a prisoner of conscience, was among 20-30 
prisoners forcibly moved on 4 December from one section to another in Sanandaj Central Prison. Given very 
little time to collect personal items, Mahmoud required more time than other prisoners to comply with the 
order because of his poor health. As a result of his perceived slowness he was insulted and, according to 
reports, a prison guard threatened to kill him. Mahmoud experienced raised blood pressure, as a likely 
consequence of the stress he had experienced during his transfer between prison sections, and he was 
taken to Tohid Hospital on or around 4 December, where he was restrained to his bed and administered 
tranquilisers prior to his return to prison, the date of which is not known to Amnesty International.  
Mahmoud Salehi has been denied visits from his lawyer and family. His family, who live 400km from 
Sanandaj, have been able to contact him by telephone. He was arrested after a peaceful demonstration to 
celebrate May Day 2004. In November 2005 he was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and three years' 
internal exile in the city of Ghorveh, Kordestan. At his trial, the prosecutor reportedly cited his trade union 
activities as evidence against him, and referred to a meeting he had held with officials from the International 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) - now reconstituted as the International Trade Union 
Confederation (ITUC) - in April 2004, shortly before the May Day demonstrations.  
His conviction was overturned on appeal, but after a retrial he was sentenced on 11 November 2006 to four 
years’ imprisonment for "conspiring to commit crimes against national security". He was free until the appeal 
hearing on 11 March, when his sentence was reduced to a three-year suspended prison sentence and one 
year’s imprisonment, which commenced with his imprisonment on 9 April 2007. 



Das Leben Mahmoud Salehi’s, einer bekanntesten 
iranischen Arbeiteraktivisten, ist in Gefahr 
 
 
An die  
Internationalen Arbeiterorganisationen 
Amnesty International 
Ärzte ohne Grenzen 
 
Mahmoud Salehi, einer der bekanntesten iranischen Arbeiteraktivisten und Vorsitzender der 
Bäckerei-Assoziation in der Stadt Saqez (Provinz Kurdistan), wurde am 09. April 2007 wegen 
seiner Teilnahme an der 1. Mai-Demonstration im Jahr 2004 zu einem Jahr Gefängnis verurteilt 
und befindet sich seitdem im Zentralgefängnis der Stadt Sanandaj (Provinz Kurdistan). Obwohl er 
zum Zeitpunkt der Verhaftung an einem Nierenleiden litt, wurde ihm medizinische Behandlung 
untersagt. Inzwischen ist eine seiner Nieren ausgefallen; für die Aufrechterhaltung der 
Funktionstüchtigkeit seiner zweiten Niere benötigt er sofortige ärztliche Behandlung und Dialyse.  
In den letzten Tagen hat sein gesundheitlicher Zustand sich dramatisch verschlechtert. Sein 
Blutdruck steigt immer wieder so hoch, dass der Druck auf seine Gehirnadern in den letzten Tagen 
mehrmals zur Bewusstlosigkeit geführt hat.  
 
Am 11. Dezember wurde Mahmoud Salehi im Zustand der Bewusstlosigkeit in das Tohid-
Krankenhaus in Sanandaj verlegt, in dem es keinerlei Möglichkeiten zur Behandlung seiner Nieren 
gibt. Ihm werden dort nur Beruhigungsmedikamente verabreicht. Sowohl im Gefängnis als auch im 
Krankenhaus liegt Mahmoud Salehi permanent in Handschellen ans Bett gefesselt. 
 
Momentan sind einige Gefangene der Stadt Sanandaj aus Solidarität mit ihm in den Hungerstreik 
getreten.  
 
Arbeiterorganisationen, humanistische und freiheitsliebende Organisationen! 
 
Das Leben Mahmoud Salehi’s ist in Gefahr. Die Islamische Republik Iran nimmt seinen Tod 
bewusst in Kauf und hat es in der Hand, ihn sterben oder überleben zu lassen.  
 
Für die Freilassung Mahmoud Salehi’s und seiner medizinischen Behandlung durch Fachärzte ist es 
notwendig, weltweiten Druck gegen das Regime der Islamischen Republik Iran zu organisieren.  
 
Wir als Vertreter der verschiedenen Komitees für die Solidarität mit den iranischen Arbeitern bitten 
Sie alle, sich für die sofortige Freilassung und medizinische Behandlung Mahmoud Salehi’s 
einzusetzen und das Islamische Regime Irans unter Druck zu setzen. 
 
Bitte setzen Sie sich offiziell dafür ein, dass Mahmoud Salehi freigelassen wird und von Fachärzten 
behandelt wird oder dass ein internationales Team von Fachärzten für seine Behandlung zu ihm 
gelassen wird.   
 
Mit freundlichen Grüßen 
 
 
 
 



1. Solidaritätskomitee mit den iranischen Arbeitern – Australien 
2. Unterstützungskomitee der iranischen Arbeiter – Toronto, Kanada 
3. Solidaritätsverein mit den iranischen Arbeiter – Norwegen 
4. Gruppe emigrierter Arbeiter – Schweiz 
5. Sozialistisches Solidaritätskomitee mit den iranischen Arbeitern – Frankreich 
6. Solidaritätsverein mit den iranischen Arbeitern – Köln 
7. Solidaritätsverein mit den iranischen Arbeitern – Frankfurt 
8. Solidaritätsverein mit der Arbeiterbewegung im Iran – Hannover 
9. Solidaritätskomitee mit den iranischen Arbeitern – Hamburg 
10. Iranisch-Schwedisches Solidaritätskomitee – Stockholm 
11. Solidaritätsgruppe mit der iranischen Arbeiterbewegung – Berlin 
12. Internationale Allianz zur Unterstützung der iranischen Arbeiter 
13. Solidaritätskomitee mit den iranischen Arbeitern – Göteborg, Schweden 
 
 
17. Dezember 2007 
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Stockholm, Sweden                                  2007-12-15  

 Att:   

MEDECINS SANS FRONTIERES  

Rue de Lausanne 78  

CP 116 - 1211- Geneva 21  

SWITZERLAND  

   

 



Regarding imprisonment of Mahmoud Salehi in Sanandaj  

  Our letter is about a person who was imprisoned in April 2007 due to his participation in the first of 
May celebration of the workers movement in Iran and more specific in the city of Saghz. Mahmoud 
Salehi works as a baker and is one of the local union leaders of the bakery employees in Sagaz in the 
Kurdish region of Iran. This is the third time he is arrested due to the same reasons. We are writing to 
your organisation because Mahmoud is suffering from a severe illness and he is not getting the proper 
care and medicine that he needs. The government is stopping the doctors from giving him the proper 
care and medicine (see page 2 for medical history and condition).  

  The situation for Mahmoud is extremely critical. He and his family do not receive any help or 
support and they have no possibility to influence the care and medicine he needs. We appeal to your 
organisation to try and help Mahmoud and his family’s hopeless situation in any way you can. The 
recognization your organisation has worldwide as a humanitary aid for people in need have the 
influence to improve the situation of Mahmoud Salehi.  

  We who write this letter have been working as medicine doctors for several years in Iranian 
Kurdistan and since many years being living and working in Sweden. According to many reliable 
medical reports via our colleagues from Iran, we have been convinced that Mahmoud Salehi needs an 
urgent intensive care.     

  This letter will also be send to Medecins Sans Frontiers of Sweden as well as Amnesty International, 
Amnesty Sweden, Red Cross with the appeal of help.  

 

1- Ehsan Rafiee MD                                                   

Family Physician                                                    

Farsta Clinic                                                           

Stockholm - Sweden  

2- Hamid Ardalan MD 

Pediatrician, Child Psychiatrist 

Lowenströmska Hospital       

Stockholm- Sweden  

3- Osman Fathi MD                                                     

Psychiatrist                                                               

Akademiska Hospital                                                

Psychiatric Department                                             

Uppsala- Sweden    

4- Ahmad Azizpoor MD 



Rheumatologist 

Dandryd Hospital 

Tel:  ٠٠46 73 94 63 732 

Stockholm- Sweden 

 5- Mohammad Azizi MD                                             

Neurosurgeon                                                            

Akademiska Hospital                                                

Uppsala- Sweden      

6- Sara Hosseiny  MD                                 

Dermatologist 

Gävle Hospital 

Gävle Sweden  

7- Osman Hosseinzadeh MD  

Family Physician  

Åsa Clinic  

Göteborg- Sweden  

 

  Medical history/condition  

  Mahmoud is suffering from autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease (ADPKD). This was diagnosed 
for many years ago and he was operated 1981. He developed chronic flank pain as the result of enlargement 
of cysts in the kidneys. He has had constitutional symptom as fatigue, weakness and repeatedly urinary tract 
infection and nephrolithiasis. His disease, as you know, is a progressive disease and he has developed renal 
insufficience. He also suffers from several complications due to the disease as hypertension, hyperlipidemia, 
proteinuria and haematoria since a few years ago.  

  During his imprisonment he has at several times been moved to the hospital due to his critical condition but 
only been kept there for a short while before moving him back to prison. The care he has received at the 
hospital is insufficient; the government does not allow the doctors to give him the proper care and medicine 
that he needs.  

  Recently he was moved to hospital again and now his condition is really critical. His wife briefly met him 
at the hospital while he was coughed to the bed both by arm and leg (se picture enclosed). During her visit 
he was feeling nausea, vomiting and had a severe headache despite strong analgetic and opoids. She had the 
opportunity to speak with his doctor and he said that his condition is very critical. The doctor explained that 



his blood pressure was 250/110, and that he was suffering of urinary tract infection and nephrolithiasis. The 
creatinine´s level is very high, and the kidneys are enlarged. He only urinates small amounts.  

According to the doctor, Mahmoud has sever renal failure which requires regularly hemodialysis and then 
most probably kidney transplantation. 

 

 

   

   

    

    

  

 


